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Harold “Hal” Hyde 
 

Hal Hyde is proud to be the fifth generation of his family here 
in the Pajaro Valley and has had a lifetime of service to the 
community, county and to our great country.   

Hal was born in Watsonville but moved to Berkeley with his 
widowed mother after kindergarten. He was a freshman at 
University of California Berkeley when Pearl Harbor was 
bombed in 1941. Subsequently, he joined the U.S. Army. 
After the war, he completed his college education and earned 
an M.B.A. from Harvard University. He returned to 
Watsonville in 1951 as Executive with Ford’s Department 
Store. At that time, he joined the Chamber of Commerce and 
worked on downtown merchant issues.  

Hal’s military service included serving as Second Lieutenant 
of Infantry in the U.S. Army, where he fought in the Battle of 
the Bulge and helped liberate two Nazi death camps and 
recover Nazi loot hidden in mines.  
 
After earning the Combat Infantry Badge and the Bronze Star 
Medal, he finished active duty as a Captain, and returned to 
California in 1947.  Hyde served many years in the U.S. Army 
Reserve and commanded a unit in Fort Ord.  After being 
promoted to Colonel, he served at the Pentagon and was 
promoted to Brigadier General in 1968, and retired in 1983. 
 
In keeping with his lifelong love of learning, he went on to 
serve on the very first Cabrillo College board in the late 
1950s, and was the first vice-chancellor of business and 
finance at UCSC in the 1960s. Hyde's commitment to UCSC 



continued after he returned to retailing at Ford’s Department 
Store in 1975. He was a founding member of two groups 
supporting UCSC, serving as the first president of the 
Arboretum Associates and a trustee of the UC Santa Cruz 
Foundation. 
 
Hal is also a proud Rotarian and the most senior member of 
the Rotary Club of Watsonville, joining on Nov 27, 1947.  To 
this day, at age 96, Hal rarely misses a Rotary meeting. 

Hyde’s parents were from pioneer Watsonville families. His 
grandfather Henry Alton Hyde owned H.A. Hyde Nursery, 
which sold fruit trees, plants and flowers. His grandfather 
also served on the Watsonville School Board for 27 years. It 
was from him that H.A. Hyde Elementary School got its 
name. 

 


