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Robert “Bob” Bruce Culbertson III 
 

Bob sits as a Director, PV Water, Vice Chair.  Bob was appointed 
April 4, 2017, and appointed in lieu of election, December 1, 
2018.  He is currently Chair Admin/Finance Committee and was 
a member of Projects & Facilities committee, December 2018 
through December 2019.  Mr. Culbertson also sits as a director 
on the Watsonville Wetlands Watch, he feeds the homeless, 
sat on the Agricultural History Project’s Steering Committee for 
the Living History Farm Feasibility Study and volunteers for so 
much more in the community.  Most recently with the 
Monterey Bay Birding Festival, he was up by 3am to make sure 
he was at the event to assist in parking and getting groups 
organized for their tours of the day. 
 
Mr. Culbertson is also very concerned about the environment 
and so knowledgeable about so much.  He is not afraid to speak 
up and strongly support what he believes in.  As Rev. Robin 
Mathews-Johnson, Pastor, once said, “I guess you could say he 
really gets it. He understands his place in the world”. Bob is a 
leader in the church and an active Christian.  There is no task 
too small for Mr. Culbertson and… he’s not a bad pie maker. 

 
During his career as a Ranger and Superintendent he was active in 
many local organizations including the California Coastal Commission, 
Coastwalk, Mountain Parks Foundation and Friends of Santa Cruz 
State Parks. He was the Vice Chair of the Santa Cruz County 
Commission on the Environment. He moved to the Pajaro Valley in 
1980 and in 1987 he purchased 55 acres in the Redwood forest near 



Mount Madonna which he developed into a solar-powered organic 
apple farm where he and his wife Joan now live. Bob retired from the 
State of California Department of Parks and Recreation in 2004 after a 
successful career of 32 years. 

 
Before and after his retirement Bob has been active in the community 
of Watsonville for the past 24 years supporting the community in 
many ways. Bob immersed himself into the life and spirit of 
Watsonville volunteering his time, talents and skills for the 
enhancement of Watsonville's quality of life, economic vitality and 
image. He has been involved with the Watsonville Wetlands 
Watch, The Monterey Bay Birding Festival, a Director on the Pajaro 
Valley Water Management Agency, supporter of the Watsonville 
YMCA, a member of the Ag History Project of Pajaro Valley Living 
History Farm Committee, and a Lay Leader at the First United 
Methodist Church of Watsonville. He has volunteered his time 
supporting agriculture, the environment, water issues, youth and 
other needs of the community. Listed here are three of his signif 
icant areas in support of the community. 

 
As President and a Board member he has represented WWW at the 
Ecology Action Board, the Advisory Board of Action Pajaro Valley, 
the Advisory Council of Monterey Bay Marine Sanctuary, the Santa 
Cruz County Regional Transportation Council, the City of 
Watsonville Trails and Bicycle Master Plan Advisory Committee and 
the Monterey Bay Rail-Trail Committee. 

 
Bob helped design and start a docent volunteer program for the 
WWW. In addition to all of his work at the organizational level, he has 
served as a volunteer docent on field trips for thousands of Pajaro 
Valley Unified School District students and visitors at the WWW; he 
also has made presentations at schools and to community 
organizations. 

http://www/


 
In 2011 Bob was featured on a KQED special "This Is Us, 
Heroes and Heroines.'' Bob was singled out as a "Volunteer 
Extraordinaire" for his work with Watsonville Wetlands Watch, 
his career as a Park Ranger and Superintendent with the State 
of California Department of Parks and Recreation and his 
accomplishments with the Watsonville First United Methodist 
Church. 

 


