
Woman of the Year 
Stephanie Fontana 

 
Stephanie Fontana comes from a long line of family who is dedicated to 
community involvement and service and has continued that passion for serving 
her community and supporting youth projects.  Stephanie’s grandfather, James 
Fontana Sr., founded and operated the City of Watsonville’s Recreation 
Department until the early 80’s. She was a 4H camp counselor for 10 years and 
was a program representative for eight years as a Board member serving Santa 
Cruz and San Benito counties through the University of California.  She has been 
the Governor’s Appointment on the Santa Cruz County Fairgrounds Board of 
Directors for nine years and currently the Chairman of the Board.   
 
When Stephanie’s grandmother, Estell Fontana, contracted Alzheimer’s, she 
saw resources were dwindling, so Stephanie left her career to take care of her 
grandmother until her passing.  Most young people would post pictures of their 
friends, or exciting vacations on Facebook, but for Stephanie it was pictures of 
Grandma and her latest exploits.  
 
Stephanie volunteers for CERT (Community Emergency Response Team) in Santa 
Cruz County and was the livestock coordinator for the CZU Lightning Complex 
Fire.  She oversaw evacuations from day one and worked tirelessly 12-15 hour 
days from August through October.  Brian Smart, a fire evacuee states that, 
“Stephanie put us at ease with her calm and welcoming demeanor.  She 
reassured us, offered us whatever help we needed and was there if we had any 
questions or concerns.  Stephanie was definitely the “Lady in Charge” and 
always mitigated issues in a calm, caring and professional manner.”  Volunteer 
Christie Thomas said she was “fortunate to meet Stephanie and enjoyed her 
positive attitude and complete lack of drama in getting nearly every need met 
with kindness.” 
 
Stephanie also volunteers at Resurrection Church of Aptos for their homeless 
project helping the Homeless Shower Project, assisting with food, clothing and 
necessities.  She also is an advocate for the Watsonville Pride Project, 
volunteering in their community awareness campaign supporting youth, diversity 
and equality programs.   
 


